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Abstract

The integration of traditional Islamic values with innovative pedagogical
approaches in Arabic language education, especially in contexts such as
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Muhammadiyah in Pacitan, is critical to improving
learning outcomes. However, empirical studies are still rare to evaluate the
effectiveness and sustainability of these approach, so in-depth research is
needed to assess impacts, challenges and best practices. This approach
emphasizes a perfect blend of Adab (Islamic etiquette) and Tahfidz (Qur’an
memorization) programs in the Arabic curriculum, aiming to foster holistic
development among students. This study explores in depth the theoretical
foundations of this integrated approach, highlighting the symbiotic
relationship between tradition and innovation in educational practice.
Adab functions as a moral compass, guiding students toward ethical
behavior and character refinement, while Tahfidz enhances cognitive
abilities and linguistic proficiency. This research uses a qualitative
descriptive method approach, which emphasizes research methodology to
comprehensively assess the effectiveness of the proposed approach.
Qualitative data collection methods include in-depth interviews, include
surveys before and after implementation, assessment and evaluation of
academic performance. Qualitative data analysis involves thematic coding
and narrative synthesis. This study contributes to the development of Arabic
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language education discourse in Madrasas by proposing a transformative
approach that aligns tradition with innovation.
Keywords: tradition; innovation; arabic language learning; madrasah; adab

tahfidz integration

INTRODUCTION
The integration of traditional Islamic values with modern teaching methods
in Arabic language education at Madrasahs represents a move towards a
comprehensive approach, merging tradition with innovation (Nelson &
Chen, 2023). This change is part of a wider educational trend that
emphasizes the importance of combining cultural preservation with modern
educational techniques (Rashwan, 2023). Theoretical frameworks like
cultural sustainability and educational adaptation support the development
and assessment of this integrated approach (Ritonga et al., 2023; Khayat &
Kozma, 2022). These theories help educators create a balanced method that
honors cultural heritage while adopting contemporary practices, improving
the effectiveness of Arabic language education in Madrasahs.

Despite recognizing the need to blend tradition with innovation in
Arabic language education at Madrasahs, there is still a lack of
understanding about effective implementation and its impact on students.
Integrating traditional Islamic values with modern teaching methods is
essential for preserving cultural heritage while preparing students for
modern society. This blend supports knowledge culture development

(Alkouatli et al., 2023) and enhances students' cognitive flexibility (Gamon
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& Tagoranao, 2022). It also aids in the ethical and moral formation of
students (Pappu & Akhilesh, 2022). Understanding these theoretical
foundations is crucial for advancing Arabic language education in
Madrasahs and guiding future educational practices and policies.
Understanding the theoretical foundations of this integration is essential
for developing innovative approach of Arabic language education in
Madrasahs, guiding future educational practices and policy decisions in this
context.

The distinctive approach proposed in this study integrates character
education into the Arabic language curriculum by combining Adab and
Tahfidz principles. Adab guides students towards virtuous conduct and
ethical decision-making based on Islamic teachings (AlJafar & Jouhar,
2023), fostering linguistic proficiency and moral understanding (Ahyar,
2023). Similarly, Tahfidz cultivates discipline, perseverance, and humility,
molding compassionate individuals embodying Islamic values. This holistic
Arabic language education not only enhances linguistic skills but also
nurtures character, empowering students to positively impact their
communities while upholding principles of justice, compassion, and
integrity (Saiegh-Haddad, 2023).

The integration of Adab and Tahfidz into Arabic language
education marks a significant shift towards a holistic, values-centered
approach (Asadi et al., 2023). This innovative method prioritizes not just
linguistic proficiency but also character and spiritual development (El Mekki

et al., 2022). By seamlessly blending Adab and Tahfidz into the curriculum,
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it offers primary students a transformative learning experience, fostering
both language skills and moral/spiritual growth. This holistic approach
acknowledges the importance of nurturing well-rounded individuals
proficient in Arabic and embodying Islamic values (Malhas & Elsayed,
2022).

Madrasahs, pivotal in Islamic education, are vital for fostering
holistic growth among students in Muslim communities (Pallathadka et al.,
2023). These institutions, beyond academic teachings, instill Quranic
knowledge, Hadith, and Islamic law alongside conventional subjects (Al
Qolbi, 2021), nurturing faith, character, and identity. Across Muslim-
majority nations, Madrasahs serve as primary channels for passing on
I[slamic values and traditions, ensuring cultural continuity (Makruf &
Asrori, 2022). Thus, Madrasahs occupy a unique place in education,
focusing on comprehensive development, spiritual enrichment, and
preserving Islamic heritage.

This research introduces a novel approach by integrating Adab
(Islamic etiquette) and Tahfidz (Quran memorization) into the Arabic
language curriculum in Madrasahs. Traditionally focused on religious
education, this new method combines linguistic instruction with ethical and
spiritual development. By merging these elements, the study emphasizes the
interconnectedness of language, culture, and religious values. This
innovative approach aims to develop well-rounded individuals who excel
academically and embody Islamic ethical and spiritual ideals, enhancing the

holistic development of students (Rahmaini, 2023).
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The urgency to enhance Arabic language learning in Madrasahs
arises from its global significance in Islam (Alaqil et al., 2023). A proposed
holistic approach combines linguistic skills with ethical and spiritual
development, reflecting the Madrasah's cultural and religious heritage. This
method aims to provide students with language proficiency, moral values,
cultural understanding, and spiritual growth, essential in today's globalized,
technologically advanced world. By balancing modern demands with
traditional values, Madrasahs can prepare students for challenges in
scholarship, trade, and Islamic diplomacy (Salah, 2023).

This study aims to enhance Arabic language education in Madrasahs
by integrating Adab and Tahfidz into the curriculum, thereby improving
linguistic skills, ethical values, and Quran memorization. This integrated
approach targets academic excellence, character development, and Arabic
proficiency (Allaith, 2023), combining language skills with Islamic values to
enrich religious comprehension (Andrian & Yul, 2023). Emphasizing
religious values and cultural insight, the strategy equips students for
contemporary challenges. The research evaluates how this method fosters
academic achievement, character development, and proficiency in Arabic

and Islamic teachings.

METHOD
The research on Arabic language education in Madrasahs utilized a

qualitative-descriptive approach to thoroughly investigate the effectiveness
of the integrated types (Allaith, 2023; Al-Ebrahim et al., 2023). This method

enables a detailed exploration of the implementation process and outcomes
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of the such integration, emphasizing the perspectives and experiences of
students, teachers, and administrators. Through in-depth interviews and
focus group discussions, the study delves into the nuances of participants'
views on the integrated curriculum, offering valuable qualitative insights
into the impact of integration on student outcomes and educational
practices (Alkhateeb & Bouherar, 2023). The research aims to provide a
comprehensive understanding of how the integrated approach impacts
various stakeholders within the Madrasahs, shedding light on the overall
effectiveness of this type of educational integration.

Qualitative-descriptive data analysis involves transcribing interviews
and documenting focus group discussions. Thematic analysis identifies
recurring themes and patterns (Weckesser & Denny, 2022). Through
coding and categorization, key themes about the effectiveness, challenges,
and successes of the Adab and Tahfidz integration approach are identified.
Descriptive analysis then provides detailed descriptions and interpretations
of these themes, highlighting stakeholders' experiences and perceptions
(Seixas et al., 2017). This research includes 30 students and 22 teachers from
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Muhammadiyah in Baleharjo, Pacitan, providing a
representative sample to comprehensively examine the integrated
approach's impact on Arabic language learning. Including both students
and teachers offers a holistic perspective on the educational process.

Qualitative data collection methods, including in-depth interviews

and focus groups, are essential for exploring experiences and perceptions in

education (Wallwey & Kajfez, 2023; Zhang & Hennebry-Leung, 2023).
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These techniques help examine attitudes towards integrated curricula
among students, teachers, and administrators. Document analysis further
enriches the data by providing context (Denny & Weckesser, 2022).
Innovative methods like photo-elicitation and videoconference interviews
add visual dimensions and address practical challenges (Khan &
MacEachen, 2022). Using diverse qualitative approaches offers a
comprehensive understanding of participants' experiences, enhancing
educational success, especially in disadvantaged contexts.

Thematic analysis and narrative synthesis are crucial for identifying
patterns in qualitative data (Cernasev & Axon, 2023). These methods
enhance the credibility of findings by systematically exploring experiences
and perspectives. To ensure data validity, researchers use triangulation,
member checking, and peer debriefing (Weckesser & Denny, 2022).
Reflexivity and transparency further enhance the rigor of qualitative analysis
(Braun & Clarke, 2023). These practices help researchers navigate
qualitative data complexities, improving the depth and quality of their

research.

DISCUSSION

During observations, students participating in Adab and Tahfidz
activities showed significant improvements in Arabic proficiency. Notably,
24 out of 30 students fluently memorized 3 juz of the Quran, excelling in
phonetics. This success was due to specialized instruction from two
professional teachers. Integrating these activities into the daily curriculum

enhanced students' pronunciation and articulation skills. Additionally,
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incorporating Adab into lessons deepened their understanding of ethical
behavior, leading to increased empathy, respect, and social responsibility in
classroom interactions. Among 30 students memorizing 3 juz of the Quran,
24 achieved high proficiency with scores of 80-100, while 6 scored 50-70,
indicating a need for improvement. This success is attributed to guidance
from 2 professional Tahfidz teachers. Scores of 80-100 reflect fluent
memorization, whereas scores of 50-70 suggest the need for additional
support and practice.

This integration underscores the Madrasah's dedication to fostering
holistic student development, ensuring academic excellence alongside the
embodiment of Islamic ethical and spiritual values (Alaqil et al., 2023).
Incorporating Adab and Tahfidz into the curriculum lays a robust
foundation in Islamic principles, fostering character and spiritual growth.
This innovative approach emphasizes not just knowledge acquisition but its
application in line with Islamic teachings, aiming to cultivate well-rounded
individuals capable of making positive societal contributions (Alkhurayyif
& Sait, 2023).

The proposed approach of Islamic education, which incorporates
Adab and Tahfidz, serves as a testament to the enduring relevance of Islamic
heritage in contemporary education. By preserving and transmitting Islamic
values and teachings, the approach reinforces the Madrasah's role as a
custodian of religious knowledge and cultural identity (Mahfud et al., 2023).
Additionally, the integration of these components reflects a forward-

thinking approach to education that bridges tradition with innovation,
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preparing students to navigate the complexities of the modern world with
integrity, compassion, and resilience (Pallathadka et al., 2023).
Preservation of Islamic Heritage

The Madrasah education system's incorporation of Adab (Islamic
ethics) and Tahfidz (Quran memorization) programs underscores a dedicated
effort to preserve and impart Islamic heritage. This approach not only
fosters a holistic grasp of Islamic teachings and values but also enhances
linguistic and Arabic proficiency among students. By immersing students in
Adab and Tahfidz studies, Madrasah prepares them to navigate
contemporary challenges while fostering a profound connection to their
religious and cultural roots (Masturin et al., 2022).

The integration concept of Adab, Tahfidz, and Arabic language
education in Madrasahs is founded on several key principles, which
emphasize the harmonious blending of traditional Islamic values with
modern educational practices. Integrating Adab into the Arabic language
curriculum aligns with Islam's focus on moral character development (El
Ouardi et al., 2023). Adab, encompassing virtues like honesty, integrity,
compassion, and respect, shapes students' ethical behavior significantly
(Nelson & Chen, 2023). By incorporating these values, students not only
improve linguistic skills but also build a robust ethical foundation for their
conduct and interactions. This integration nurtures students to embody
[slamic ethical principles, fostering well-rounded individuals with linguistic

proficiency and strong moral character (Ismaiel et al., 2023).
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Integrating Tahfidz, Quranic memorization, into the Arabic
language curriculum yields dual advantages. Studies indicate that Quran
exposure enhances memory, concentration, and linguistic skills (Nelson &
Chen, 2023). Moreover, the Quran's rhythmic patterns improve
pronunciation, phonetics, and articulation in Arabic (Mashagba et al.,
2023). Through Tahfidz, students not only refine linguistic skills but also
nurture a profound spiritual connection to the Quran, reinforcing Islamic
values and deepening Arabic comprehension (Ismail, 2023). This
integration can enhance cognitive abilities, linguistic competence, and
strengthen ties to Islamic teachings, enhancing the overall educational
journey.

Mastery of Arabic is vital for accessing Islamic texts and heritage,
making the integration of Arabic language learning with Adab and Tahfidz
essential. This approach not only improves Quranic understanding but also
enables students to engage with various Arabic literature and scholarly
works, fostering comprehensive language proficiency (Ali, 2023). By
blending language acquisition with cultural and religious elements, students
not only deepen Quranic comprehension but also gain the capacity to
explore diverse Arabic texts, effectively preserving Islamic knowledge and
identity.

The preservation and transmission of Islamic heritage through
education, particularly in Madrasahs, are crucial for maintaining cultural
and religious traditions (Achille & Fiorillo, 2022). By incorporating Adab

and Tahfidz into the Arabic curriculum, Madrasahs ensure that students

1M



Mudarrisa: Jurnal Kajian Pendidikan Islam, Vol. 16, No. 1. 2024

not only excel in Arabic proficiency but also deeply connect with their
Islamic heritage (Greaves et al., 2023). This integration approach fosters a
sense of identity and continuity, allowing students to carry forward the rich
traditions and values of Islam to future generations (Greaves et al., 2023).

The integration of Adab and Tahfidz into Madrasah Arabic
curricula yields significant impacts, deepening students' appreciation of
Islamic heritage. Firstly, Through Adab, students grasp ethical behavior and
moral values practically, besides theoretical understanding. Interviews with
Tahfidz teachers reveal students' maintenance of high ethical standards,
fostering strong relationships with peers and teachers. This integrated
approach not only enhances memorization abilities but also cultivates moral
integrity, showcasing the dual benefits of academic and ethical
development.

Secondly, involvement in Tahfidz contributes to instilling in students
a deep respect for the Qur’an and a deep spiritual connection with its verses.
for example, in certain verses they have taught them very high manners
a8 cuy ¥ Qs Ay making the Qur’'an their imam. This engagement
enhances the meaning of the Arabic language for students, as they develop
a deeper understanding of the linguistic and spiritual dimensions of the
Qoranic text.

Moreover, the results suggest that Madrasas play a crucial role in
preserving Islamic heritage by ensuring that future generations are equipped
with the knowledge and understanding necessary to uphold Islamic

principles and values in their lives. By integrating Adab and Tahfidz into
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the curriculum, Madrasas fulfill their role as custodians of religious
knowledge and cultural identity, thereby contributing to the preservation
and transmission of Islamic heritage to successive generations. By upholding
the principle: "Adab before knowledge, faith before the Qur'an" this slogan
is in stick them in the corners of their classrooms.

Holistic Development of Students

At Madrasah, students perform congregational prayers at school by
implementing the etiquette that students in class VI are in the front row,
followed by classes at the bottom and so on. This application of Adab not
only enriches students' language skills but also fosters critical thinking,
communication skills, and cultural appreciation, enabling them to engage
meaningfully with Arabic texts and contexts (Kawar et al., 2023). The
comprehensive educational experience provided by the integrated approach
goes beyond mere language instruction, integrating elements of Adab and
Tahfidz. This approach not only enhances linguistic proficiency but also
promotes a deeper understanding of cultural nuances and historical
contexts, enabling students to engage meaningfully with Arabic language
and literature (Fekih-Romdhane et al., 2023).

Students' engagement with Tahfidz, the process of memorizing and
reciting verses from the qur’an, contributes significantly to the acquisition
of Arabic language skills. When children memorize verses from the qur’an,
they immediately use them in communication with their friends, of course
with the teacher's guidance. said Ya Ayuhaladzina Amanu, they can use the

greetings Ya Ustadz, Ya Shadikigi and in detail in table 1. Through extensive
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exposure to Arabic vocabulary, grammar, and syntax, students' language
proficiency is strengthened (Beyersmann et al., 2023). From a technical
perspective, the results highlight the significant contribution of engagement
with Tahfidz, the process of memorizing and reciting Quranic verses, to the
acquisition of Arabic language skills among students in Madrasah.
Enhancement of Language Proficiency

The research findings suggest that memorizing and reciting Quranic
verses significantly enhance students' Arabic language proficiency.
Madrasah students' rhythmic and melodious Quranic recitations train them
in mastering Arabic pronunciation, phonetics, and articulation. Through
repeated reading and memorization, they refine oral communication skills,
fostering clarity, fluency, and confidence in expressing themselves in Arabic.
Their strict adherence to the verse "> oIal) Jiys" reflects their belief that
Quranic reading not only enhances language skills but also promotes active
engagement, deepening overall language comprehension and proficiency.
Integrating Quranic reading into Arabic language education serves as an
effective tool for improving pronunciation, fluency, comprehension, and

overall linguistic skills, enriching students' proficiency in the language.

Table 1. Adab And Tahfidz Integration Content

No  Adab Tahfidz

1 Polite Mushallin

2 Greet Ya Ayuhaladzi ‘Amanu
3 Sit below Fi Majalis

4 Respect Sallimu

5 Glorify Akramakum
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The integration of Adab and Tahfidz into Madrasah Arabic language
curricula revolutionizes language education. This holistic approach blends
linguistic training with Islamic ethics and Quranic memorization,
enhancing language proficiency with cultural and spiritual depth. Through
regular reading and memorization exercises, students actively engage with
the language, fostering not just linguistic skills but also ethical conduct and
spiritual awareness. For instance, daily recitation of "The best of you are
those who study the Qur’an and teach it" instills respect for parents and
teachers. Madrasahs thus nurture individuals proficient in Arabic and
deeply rooted in its cultural and religious heritage, contributing to the
preservation of Arabic language and Islamic traditions (Al Sharoufi, 2022).
Promotion of Ethical Values and Social Cohesion

The integrated education approach in Madrasah emphasizes not just
linguistic skills but also prioritizes the promotion of ethical values and
community cohesion (Arifin et al., 2023, (Setyawan et al., 2023). Through
Adab studies, students learn Islamic ethics and moral principles guiding
their behavior and interactions. Concepts like honesty, integrity, and
compassion become ingrained, fostering ethical conduct and positive social
engagement within and beyond the Madrasah. This focus on ethical values
instills personal responsibility and fosters a culture of accountability and
integrity among students, contributing to the development of morally
upright and socially responsible citizens (Saridin, 2022).

Through collaborative Qur’an memorization, students forge bonds

of friendship and solidarity grounded in their shared dedication to studying
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and preserving the Qur’an. Utilizing a WhatsApp discussion group with five
students and one teacher, they assist each other in correcting pronunciation
and ensuring accurate recitation, guided by the teacher's expertise. This
unity extends beyond the classroom, fostering mutual respect and support
across the Madrasah community. Engaging in Tahfidz activities together
cultivates a sense of belonging and camaraderie, fostering inclusivity and
harmony in the learning environment (Van Der Merwe & Morelli, 2022).
This research is limited by its focus solely on Madrasah Ibtidaiyah
Muhammadiyah in Pacitan, which may limit the generalizability of its
findings. The unique context of this Madrasah might not reflect the
diversity across regions, cultures, and educational systems, affecting the
applicability of the approach to other institutions. Furthermore, the
findings may not fully represent the varied experiences and outcomes of
implementing this approach elsewhere, suggesting caution in extending it
to other Madrasahs or educational institutions (Omer et al., 2021). Hence,
it is essential to consider the diverse contexts of educational institutions
when applying approaches like Harmony of Tradition and Innovation to

ensure relevance and effectiveness.

CONCLUSION

The Harmony of Tradition and Innovation approach in Arabic
language education within Madrasahs integrates Adab and Tahfidz
components into the curriculum, transcending conventional language

instruction. The curriculum development at Madrasahs is based on
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juridical,  psychological, and sociolinguistic ~foundations, using
administrative and grassroots approachs. Arabic language learning for
children in Madrasahs involves lectures, question and answer, and quiz
methods with various learning media and evaluation techniques. Efforts to
increase students' memorization of the Qur'an in Madrasahs include the use
of Murojaah, Talgin, and Wahdah methods, a conducive learning
environment, motivational strategies, and collaboration with parents. The
integration of Adab and Tahfidz into Arabic language education approachs
in Madrasahs contributes significantly to creating a comprehensive and
integrated learning approach. By incorporating Islamic ethical values and
Quranic memorization activities alongside linguistic aspects, a holistic
framework is established. This approach not only enhances students' Arabic
language skills but also fosters the development of noble character values
(akhlak karimah) in Madrasah students. Furthermore, the curriculum
modules in Arabic learning encompass various approaches such as grammar,
situational, functional, and multidimensional, emphasizing a well-rounded
educational experience that aligns religious teachings with language
education effectively. The research findings from various studies provide
valuable insights for educational practitioners in Madrasahs. By
incorporating Adab and Tahfidz components into the Arabic language
curriculum, schools can enhance the quality of education, preparing
students to navigate modern challenges while deepening their religious and

cultural values. Ultimately, the research outcomes contribute directly to
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improving Islamic education in Madrasahs, fostering enduring impacts on

educational quality and inclusivity in these institutions.
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