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ENGLISH ABSTRACT

This research analyzes the human realities represented in Abdul Karim’s character in Yusuf
Idris’s short story “Arkhas al-Layali” (“The Cheapest Nights”) through Lucien Goldmann’s
Genetic Structuralism framework. Using a qualitative descriptive method and close reading
of the original Arabic text, the study examines the relationship between social and
individual realities reflected in the character’s experiences. The findings show that
structural poverty, unequal power relations, and oppressive social conditions shape Abdul
Karim’s life, while his reflective awareness and symbolic resistance reveal individual
agency and social consciousness. The analysis demonstrates that social structures do not
fully determine individual consciousness, as the character continues to resist domination
through language and imagination. Abdul Karim ultimately represents the worldview of
the oppressed rural class in postcolonial Egyptian society. The study also highlights literary
language as a medium for expressing social criticism and human suffering in Egyptian
rural life, particularly through symbolic narration and psychological representation.
Furthermore, the findings illustrate the close connection between literary structure and
social reality in shaping the character’s worldview and existential struggles. This study
confirms the relevance of Goldmann'’s Genetic Structuralism in analyzing modern Arabic
literature.
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INDONESIAN ABSTRACT

Penelitian ini menganalisis fakta kemanusiaan tokoh Abdul Karim dalam cerpen "Arkhasu
al-Layali" karya Yusuf Idris dengan tujuan mengungkap kompleksitas dialektis antara
fakta sosial dan fakta individual melalui kerangka Strukturalisme Genetik Lucien
Goldmann. Metode penelitian menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif deskriptif dengan
teknik close reading terhadap cerpen arkhasul layali dan analisis data berdasarkan
kategori teoretis Goldmann. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa fakta sosial Abdul
Karim—kemiskinan struktural, relasi kuasa timpang dengan aparat desa, dan
pengalaman ruang sosial yang menindas—membingkai batas-batas objektif aspirasi
hidupnya. Namun, di dalam tekanan struktural ini, Abdul Karim menampilkan fakta
individual yang kompleks berupa kesadaran reflektif terhadap ketidakadilan, mekanisme
kompensasi psikologis (makian, fantasi, devaluasi diri), dan bentuk-bentuk resistensi
simbolik yang menunjukkan agensi tertekan. Analisis relasi dialektis mengungkap bahwa
struktur sosial tidak sepenuhnya menentukan kesadaran individual; sebaliknya, kesadaran
individual mengkritik dan melawan melalui bahasa, fantasi, dan keputusan personal.
Tokoh Abdul Karim merepresentasikan pandangan dunia kelas tertindas pedesaan Mesir
pascakolonial. Penelitian ini mendemonstrasikan produktivitas Strukturalisme Genetik
Goldmann untuk analisis sastra Arab modern dan mengembangkan metodologi analisis
yang dapat direplikasi pada konteks sastra lain.

Kata Kunci: Kemanusiaan, Strukturalisme Genetik, Fakta Sosial-Individual
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