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Abstract

This study looks at how protests in Indonesia, an understudied topic in Arab media
discourse, are portrayed by three Arabic-language news organizations: Al Jazeera Arabic,
Asharq Al-Awsat, and Okaz. The study conceptualizes news reporting as a social practice
shaped by ideology, power relations, and institutional positioning rather than as an
impartial representation of events, using Norman Fairclough's three-dimensional Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA). Selected articles about protests that were posted on the three
outlets' official websites make up the data. These articles are qualitatively examined at the
textual, discursive practice, and social practice levels, paying close attention to evaluative
language, sourcing patterns, and social actor representations. The results show systematic
variations in how protests are framed. Al Jazeera Arabic tends to foreground protesters’
social grievances while remaining cautious toward state authority, resulting in a relatively
plural narrative. Asharq Al-Awsat emphasizes order and security through reliance on
official sources, whereas Okaz recurrently employs discursive strategies of symbolic
delegitimization that construct protests as threats to national stability. Although based on
a limited corpus and not intended for broad generalization, the analysis relies on recurrent
linguistic and discursive patterning across texts to mitigate overinterpretation. This study
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advances knowledge of how Arab media influence public perceptions of political protests
beyond their immediate national contexts by offering a reflexive, cross-cultural CDA of
protest reporting, which explicitly acknowledges the researcher’s linguistic, cultural, and
theoretical positionality in interpreting Arabic media narratives about Indonesian political
events.

Keywords: Critical Discourse Analysis, Norman Fairclough, Pragmatic Positioning,
Media Representation, Arab Online Media
INTRODUCTION

Demonstrations have always been a platform for social conflict, ideological debate,
and power struggles in modern countries to be expressed and heard. Digital and social
media platforms play an important role in this mediation process because they allow the
rhetoric of demonstrations to cross national borders and influence community
understanding in ways that neither the state nor mainstream media can (Poell & van Dijck,
2018).

In the contemporary connected landscape, public demonstrations are no longer
considered merely local events; they are influenced and disseminated globally through
media networks that often use specific frameworks to legitimize or delegitimize actions
(Harlow, Kilgo, & Garcia-Perdomo, 2017). Wodak and Meyer (2016) state that the way the
media talks about a demonstration is crucial for global audiences to decide whether the
demonstration is legitimate or not.

At the end of August 2025, large demonstrations took place in Indonesia against a
number of socio-economic issues, including low wages, high living costs, high
unemployment, and policies considered unfair to the ruling class. Arabic-language media,
such as Al Jazeera Arabic, Asharq Al-Awsat, and Okaz, were the main sources of news about
these events for people in the Middle East and the Arab world.

Many meta-analyses of protest narrative frameworks suggest that digital or
alternative media can provide a more diverse narrative framework for protest groups and
make them appear more legitimate. In contrast, traditional coverage often focuses on
conflict and delegitimization (Geremew Chala Teresa, 2022). A framing study (Achmad
Jamil et al., 2020) states that Indonesian national media used certain framing techniques

436


http://dx.doi.org/10.18326/jopr.v8i1.435-458

JOURNAL OF PRAGMATICS RESEARCH — Vol 8, No 1 (2026), pp. 435-458 JOURNAL OF
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.18326/jopr.v8i1.435-458 PRAGMATICS
e-ISSN: 2656-8020 RESEARCH

during the Omnibus Law protests. These techniques changed the way people viewed the
goals and objectives of the protest movement.

Most previous studies on how the media depicts demonstrations have focused on
protests in the East or Western media. Traditional news sources report demonstrations
directly, but social media sites such as Twitter and Facebook provide people with new
ways to share mobilization messages and different stories (Herlin Triana et al., 2023).
Although these patterns have evolved due to digital media and international networks, a
number of studies suggest that media coverage of demonstrations still follows certain
patterns that focus on conflict, delegitimization, or threats to social order (Theocharis et
al, 2019). This suggests that, although relevant to cross-cultural discourse studies, the
issue of Arab media coverage of non-Arab demonstrations has not been widely discussed.

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is one way of looking at language. CDA argues that
communication is inherently subjective, intertwined with ideology, power relations, and
specific interests. CDA seeks to explain how texts describe certain people, events, and
ideologies in order to construct, maintain, or critique social domination. Discourse is
currently defined as ideas, concepts, or effects that emerge in a particular context and
influence the ideas and behaviors of others, rather than simply a collection of words or
statements in a text (Hwita, 2019).

In Indonesia, there is a clear tendency in AWK research to analyze the vocabulary of
demonstrations, especially slogans and local media. According to research by Mudiawati
et al. (2023) and Gusti & Setiawati (2025), the claims made by students and teachers
during demonstrations are a way for them to ideologically reject government policies. In
analyzing national media coverage, researchers found that the media often uses
representation methods to make dominant policies appear normal and hide those who
commit state violence. This reinforces hegemonic discourse (Pranata et al. 2024; Samsuri
et al. 2022). Researchers have also observed how Norman Fairclough's methods can be
used to analyze online news coverage of political campaigns (Azwar et al,, 2021).

Studies show that Al Jazeera Arabic's coverage is heavily influenced by regional

ideology and geopolitical objectives within the Arab media sphere. The channel's choice of
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words and tone of voice demonstrate this (Yuhandra et al, 2024). This study does not
explore the portrayal of political events in non-Arab countries such as Indonesia, as its
focus remains on Middle Eastern issues.

To fill this information gap, this study analyzes three major Arab media sites to see
how they use language in covering demonstrations in Indonesia. One focus of this study is
how demonstrations are covered as political events. Another focus is how the ideological
tendencies of different media sources influence the way they portray demonstrators,
government institutions, and social and economic issues.

RESEARCH METHOD

To examine media discourse methodically and contextually, this study uses a
qualitative descriptive methodology that focuses on non-numerical variables, such as text
and linguistic meaning (Nuryadin & Nur, 2021). Language is viewed as a social activity that
produces and reproduces ideology and power dynamics, rather than just a means of
communication (Fairclough, 1996). The framework is applied reflexively to Arabic news
discourse and is guided by Fairclough's three-dimensional CDA model, which consists of
textual, discursive practice, and social practice (Fairclough, 1996). In order to retain
linguistic subtleties and sociocultural specificity, CDA was performed directly on the
original Arabic texts, despite its roots in a Western critical tradition.

Instead of using rigid English-based grammatical templates, analytical categories like
lexical choice, modality, transitivity, evaluative language, and social actor representation
were used as interpretative heuristics, enabling sensitivity to Arabic structural and
functional particularities. These textual patterns were interpreted in light of larger
institutional and ideological contexts, where ideological positioning is viewed as
discursively instantiated rather than statistically generalized, and were connected to
sourcing, quotation, intertextuality, and framing practices (Fairclough, 1996).

Three Arabic news stories from Al Jazeera Arabic, Okaz, and Asharq Al-Awsat
constitute the purposively selected corpus. Consistent with the qualitative orientation of
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), the study prioritizes analytical depth over statistical

generalization. Institutional ideology is inferred not from frequency but from the
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coherence of discursive patterns across textual, discursive, and social practice levels. The
findings therefore offer a contextually grounded interpretation of how ideological
positioning is articulated in selected institutional texts rather than representing all Arabic-
language media. By situating recurring linguistic and framing patterns within broader
political and institutional contexts, the analysis advances CDA'’s critical aim of examining
how media discourse contributes to the reproduction of social power relations, while
remaining analytically bounded to the chosen outlets.

To collect the data, the researcher used a documentation strategy by analyzing articles
from the official websites of each media organization. We found the articles by searching
for keywords, downloading and saving the documents to ensure data accuracy, and
converting the Arabic text into digital format as part of the data collection procedure. To
make reporting and analytical exposition easier, the articles were translated into
Indonesian; however, to reduce the possibility of interpretive distortion, the analysis was
based on the original Arabic texts.

The study acknowledges that translation can affect how ideological meanings are
understood, especially when it comes to modality, evaluative language, and pragmatic
positioning all of which are highly language-specific (Al-Mushawwat, 2025; Zein et al,
2024). Accordingly, key linguistic elements like modal expressions, evaluative adjectives,
and stance-marking constructions were examined in the original Arabic to reduce the
possibility of translation bias; Indonesian translations were mainly used for illustrative
purposes. Arabic passages were cross-checked when needed to make sure the translated
interpretations maintained the original pragmatic and grammatical subtleties.

To achieve explanatory analysis at the level of social practice, the study
operationalized Fairclough’s three-dimensional Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) in a
sequential manner. Micro-linguistic factors, including lexical choices, transitivity, modality,
evaluative language, and social actor representations, were examined at the textual level
as indicators of ideological orientation rather than as discrete stylistic components

(Bednarek, 2016). To investigate how journalistic norms influenced protest narratives,
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these textual patterns were then connected to discursive activities such as sourcing,
quoting, intertextuality, and framing routines.

Within CDA’s qualitative framework, institutional ideology is not inferred from
numerical frequency but from the consistency and coherence of discursive patterns across
textual, discursive, and social practice levels. The study therefore does not claim statistical
generalization, but offers a theoretically grounded interpretation of how ideological
positioning is articulated in selected institutional texts. Importantly, the analysis does not
assume a deterministic relationship between institutional alignment and textual
outcomes. Rather, discourse is approached dialectically as both shaped by and actively
constructing institutional positioning. By situating recurrent linguistic and framing
patterns within broader political and editorial contexts, while acknowledging professional
routines and intra-institutional negotiations, the study advances CDA’s critical aim of
examining how media discourse participates in the reproduction and negotiation of social
power relations without reducing texts to predictable reflections of ownership structures.

Lastly, by placing recurring textual and discursive patterns within the unique
institutional, political, and economic contexts of each outlet spesifically, Al Jazeera Arabic
within Qatar's transnational and geopolitical media positioning and Asharq Al-Awsat and
Okaz within Saudi-owned, state-aligned media environments the analysis was able to
explain why specific ideological representations were systematically produced rather than
just pointing out differences in framing.

Analyzing discourse at the level of practice highlights a focus on framing and
intertextuality, particularly with the use of quotes from security forces and state
authorities, as well as attention to issues related to national stability, security, and order.
Research shows that media coverage of demonstrations, through selective source
selection and adherence to certain narrative frameworks, reduces the legitimacy of
demonstrators' calls for greater freedom and equality (Kilgo & Harlow, 2019). At the level
of social practice, the language surrounding protests is analyzed through the framework

of ideological conflict between the state, the media, and civil society. The aim is to explain
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the naturalization of language related to state legitimacy and security, with restrictions on
social criticism within a certain hegemonic framework (Lubis, 2021).

By analyzing patterns of consistency, evaluative loading, and contextual alignment
across texts, the study distinguishes between traditional newsroom norms such as
reliance on official sources or security-oriented framing and ideological positioning to
prevent overattributing ideological intent to routine journalistic practices. Only when
journalistic conventions are consistently used in conjunction with particular lexical
choices, modality patterns, and framing techniques that consistently favor particular
actors or viewpoints are they regarded as ideologically significant. The analysis
distinguishes routine reporting norms from discursively constructed ideological positions
by triangulating micro-linguistic features with discursive practices and their larger socio-
political contexts.

Source triangulation, which means comparing discourse representations from the
three media sources studied, maintains the validity and meaning of the data. Sahmeni and
Afifah (2019) emphasize that previous ideas and research in pragmatics, discourse
analysis, and media studies were rigorously examined to strengthen the validity of the
study.

Only data organizing and linguistic refinement (e.g, academic terminology and
clarity) were done using Al tools like Claude and ChatGPT (OpenAl). They did not
participate in interpretive analysis, coding choices, or theory formulation. The researcher
manually created and verified all analytical categories, critical assessments, and links
between linguistic patterns and ideological implications using the source texts as a guide.
In order to maintain the transparency of the analytical trail, Al-assisted reformulation was
only used after the analytical framework was developed. The researcher bears whole

responsibility for the interpretation and theoretical assertions.
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION

A. Textual Analysis

To reduce interpretive distortion, all ideology-laden elements (modality,
evaluative language, transitivity, and social actor representation) were
methodically found and examined in the original Arabic texts. Only in the reporting
stage, to provide analytical instances, was translation into Indonesian utilized; it
was not the foundation for interpretation (Liu & Guo, 2016). Arabic grammatical
structures, lexical semantics, and discourse-pragmatic patterns served as the
foundation for coding and interpretive conclusions, including assertions regarding
pragmatic meaning and symbolic delegitimization. To guarantee correctness, these
interpretations were frequently compared to the source texts. Instead of being
mediated through translated representations, this process made sure that
evaluative and ideological contents were extracted straight from the original
language.

Data 1:

Using a linguistic framework that evolves from describing events to
legitimizing official security rhetoric, Al Jazeera Arabic's report released on
9/1/2025 (21:12) describes protests in Indonesia. The events are described as a
terrible crisis from the outset by reinforcing security terminology. The statement
clearly states:

acliatdgila e ¢ alanil A (e any GuEY o sall 40591 Sl ) ja ) A saiyl cillalull &) e
Ol s smsall Clianadie 5ol ) Jilie sl Ak 130w Bl caze ) Clalasia) DA Caldail il )

“azzazat as-sultat al-indunisiyyah al-ijra’at al-amniyyah al-yawma al-ithnayn

ba‘da magqtali sittati ashkhas, ‘ala khalafiyyati tasa‘udi idtirabat indala‘at

ziyadati mukhassasati al-mas’ulin.”

” Indonesian authorities tightened security measures on Monday after six

people were Kkilled amid escalating riots that broke out during
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demonstrations sweeping the country, protesting low wages amid rising
allowances for officials.”

By using the word <=, which means “to tighten,” together with the phrase
4uiaY) @le) aY), which means “security measures,” the state is linguistically described
as strong, responsive, and authoritative. From the outset, the protests were
described not only as political manifestations; they were also considered a cause of
security problems, which allowed the authorities to legitimately intervene.

Furthermore, using the metaphor of escalation, the story shifts to the
geographical spread of the protests:

Ll sme s &l jlanns g & 9l 5 U 802 o3 Lei e JY) 8 A ) Une Jaliad cilalaia¥) (3las audil

@w\spyw&gdyj

“wa it-tasa‘a nitaqu al-ihtijajati li-yashmala mudunan ra’isiyyah fi al-arghabil,

baynaha Yighyakarta wa Banding wa Simarang wa Surabdya wa Midan fi

mugqata‘ati Simatrah ash-shamaliyyah.”

“The demonstrations spread to major cities across the archipelago, including

Yogyakarta, Bandung, Semarang, Surabaya, and Medan in North Sumatra

Province.”

The construction “3Usi saudl” is used to highlight the increasingly intense and
uncontrollable nature of the demonstrations, which further reinforces the idea that
the state must act quickly.

Meanwhile, as seen in the subheading, the text uses sharp semantic conflict to

point out the economic basis of the demonstrations:

o;ﬁi‘u Uses ™
mahrimiina wa mudallaltin.
“The marginalized and the pampered.”
This opposition is developed through quantitative data:
«(12¥3523075) 450 Osale 50 28 U e (S Ja (Gl 580 adaae ALl cpe puiiall anes Al

LoSla A sadd oY) aall Cileal 5 5ic sai Jolay e 58
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yataqalla jami‘u al-musharri‘in, al-baligha ‘adaduhum 580 na’iban, badala

sakanin shahriyyan qadrahu khamstina milytina rubiyyah (3075 dularan), wa

huwa ma yu‘adilu nahwa ‘ashara ad‘afi al-haddi al-adna lil-ujur f1 Jakarta.

“All 580 members of the legislature receive a monthly housing allowance of

50 million rupiah (approximately US$3,075), equivalent to nearly ten times

the minimum wage in Jakarta.”

The numerical comparison supports the evidence from a discursive perspective.

However, structural accusations against the state do not focus on this economic
criticism; instead, the criticism is placed in the background.

The demonstrators' views were then expressed:

4 ey 5 3O A Sae (e a8 U canend Un s G aaal) Jaid) 138 o o saiandll (5 309

ALl Y ane )5 il puiall 5 Apmall CallSS i) (e (il alaae

wa yard al-muhtajjina anna hadha al-badala al-jadida laysa mufritan fahasb,

bal yudfa‘u min mizaniyyati al-bilad fi waqtin yu‘ani fihi mu‘zamu an-nasi min
irtifa‘ takalifi al-ma‘tshah wa ad-dara’ib wa irtifa“ mu‘addalati al-batalah.

“The protesters believe that this new allowance is not only excessive, but also

burdens the state budget at a time when most people are facing rising living

costs, taxes, and unemployment rates.”

The use of this sentence makes the demonstrators appear to be rational
people (usxis<ll _»), not just an angry mob, which gives legitimacy to their
demands.

However, this legitimacy begins to change when the text discusses the

violence that occurred after a civilian was killed:

U jSla 8 (g ymlen aaad I8 aili s ekt ¢ celaia¥) dual il il g o i giad akaie T
G g aa Bl ad 5 2Ll 5 Aara
wa athara maqta‘u fidiyu nushira ‘ala wasa’ili at-tawasul al-ijtima‘c sadmatan

wa istiya’an wasi‘a an-nitaq didda quwwati al-amn.
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“A video published on social media sparked widespread shock and outrage
against the security forces.”
The victim's identity was then humanized:
Crarbaal 5 o pallaiall ada e slad il dla gl Ada 50 A2l de jae bl O Qe 2563 JB
Al 5 Ol sl 55
qala shuhudu ‘iyan inna sayyarah mudarra‘ah tabi‘ah li-ash-shurtah al-
wataniyyah intalaqat faj’atan ‘abra hashdi al-mutazahirin wa istadamat bi-
Kurniyawan wa dasat-hti.
“Eyewitnesses stated that an armored vehicle belonging to the national police
suddenly drove into the crowd of demonstrators, hitting Kurniawan and
running him over.”
By describing the actions in detail and providing visual material, this narrative
builds an implicit criticism of the authorities without making direct accusations.
In the final section, the state uses the symbolic criminalization of protests to
regain control over the discourse:
e el (1 A gall o 1S e el ) s AL ) Jsa a8 Caial) Jlaef o (e il gas (i 5l jAs
Qs Ae e ) &l glaa
hadhdhara ar-ra’tsu Subiyanti min anna a‘mala al-‘unfi qad tatahawwal ila
khiyanah wa irhab, mu’akkidan anna ad-dawlah lan tasamaha ma‘a
muhawalati za‘za‘ati al-istiqrar.
“President Subianto warned that violent actions could turn into treason and
terrorism, while emphasizing that the state would not tolerate any attempts
to destabilize the country.”
The ideological weapons used to minimize resistance and legitimize state
authority in Fairclough's paradigm are the words 4ua and <l ).
A study of Al Jazeera Arabic's coverage shows a fairly diverse intertextual
structure, in which government sources, demonstrators, and citizens' voices appear
in the same news frame at the same time. In this context, a moderate position can

be formed pragmatically: demonstrations are described as a public reaction to
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economic injustice, while the state's actions are explained in a neutral and
descriptive tone.

To achieve an ideological position, the media takes an implicit stance rather
than openly criticizing society or politics. This allows them to strike a balance
between two extremes. This structure reflects international journalism, which
allows for subtle negotiation of ideological positions through the weakening of
opinions and the restriction of judgments.

Data 2:

An article published on September 1, 2025 (16:23) in Asharq Al-Awsat
describes the demonstrations in Indonesia through a more “formal” narrative
focused on institutional security. The article depicts the state as the main figure and
the demonstrations as a potential threat to stability. This is clearly stated in the
headline:

Baddie dgial o Jaws g Lpeayi 52 b 3a8la ) jallae
Muzaharat hashidah fi Indiinisiya wasata tadabir amniyyah mushaddadah.
“Massive demonstrations in Indonesia amid tightened security measures.”

The initial use of the phrase “tight security measures” (s:xie dyel )
describes the demonstrations in the context of security, rather than social or
economic issues. As a result, the focus is on the security of the event rather than its
social justice implications, leading readers to believe in the security aspect.

The first storyline then highlights the presence of the authorities while
magnifying the scale of the protests:

e iyl jlacal axy diaY Lgile) o) cllaludl aads Jh 8 Gac G o) e A (alaiV YT jalls

oalasl Ais Jiie e & il

Tazahara alafu al-ashkhas fi mudun indunisiyyah ‘iddabh, fi zilli tashdidi as-

sultatijra’atiha al-amniyyah ba‘da idtirabat ‘anifah asfarat ‘an maqtali sittati
ashkhas.

“Thousands of people demonstrated in a number of cities in Indonesia, amid

tightened security measures following violent riots that killed six people.”
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Implicitly, the strengthening of state security is justified, and the construction
in J& links the protests with 4die <l sl and death. Instead of describing the
demonstrations as an independent political expression, the media portrays them as
a stage for violent acts.

Visual and numerical details about the security mechanisms are then
presented in the article:

Sgiall @l yde il Jaw g daalall 8 Glal jdll e el jalaie 500 sa aans
Tajamma‘a nahwa khamsimi’ati muzahir amama maqarri al-barlaman fi al-
‘asimah wasata intishar ‘asharati al-junud.
“About 500 demonstrators gathered in front of the parliament building in
the capital amid the deployment of dozens of soldiers.”

By using the term “2siall &l e LS the presence of the military in civilian
areas becomes commonplace. According to Fairclough, this reinforces the idea that
when political conflict arises, public spaces can be legitimately regulated by the
state.

Although presented in a very limited way, Asharq Al-Awsat still included the
voices of the demonstrators:

e JS8 W) adivn o glalall 3 3zl 58 oot ) Lidaa
Hadafuna ar-ra’ist huwa al-islah... nuridu lil-barlaman an yastami‘a ilayna
bishaklin mubashir.
“Our main goal is reform... we want parliament to listen to us directly.”

This quote gives an impression of balance, but it is immediately
counterbalanced by narratives of escalating violence:

oo i Ada 3l S e peday saad L) e Lo a5 LgdUas sl a8 ¢ el JS clalaia ¥l iy
4ol Aal s Bl
‘unfan ‘aqiba intishari fidiyt yuzhir markabah lil-shurtah tadhasu sa’iqa

darrajatin nariyyah.
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“The demonstration began peacefully, then spread and became increasingly
violent after the circulation of a video showing police vehicles running over
motorcyclists.”

Although the construction of the sentence implies a complex cause-and-effect
relationship, it does not go so far as to offer a comprehensive critique of the
equipment. There is an acknowledgment of state brutality, but it is not presented as
a fundamental structural problem.

Another quote from the president that supports the security narrative is:

L) allas of g ¢ aldaill i 13 sl e ety ¢ 38l (81 ¢ and s o ind O cang galud) gaadl) 3 (3l
Al-haqqu f1 at-tajammu‘ as-silmi yajibu an yuhtarama wa yuhma, lakinna al-
ganuna yansu ‘ala annahu idha aradta at-tazahur, yajibu an tatluba idhnan.
“However, within the formal legal structure of the state, the establishment
of contrasts serves to limit civil liberties.”

At the end of the article, the focus is on the victims, the damage, and the
government's response:

Ol sall leal U Sla (g e elail 8 Jal s Ada yal cudldl 5 ¢ 18 4 ) Wlaall Alias Canis )
Irtafa‘at hasilat ad-dahaya ila sittati qatla, wa agamat ash-shurtah hawajiza
fi anha’ ‘iddah min Jakarta lihimayati al-muwatinin.

“The number of victims rose to six, and police set up security posts in various

areas of Jakarta to protect residents.”

This time, the power structure was depicted as a shield, not as an object of
investigation.

Asarq Al-Awsat presents a much greater authority. Evidence shows that
institutional views are consistently given greater weight than those of the
demonstrators. This imbalance, according to the pragmatic paradigm, establishes
the state as the primary epistemic authority, with protests being portrayed as a

threat to public order rather than as legitimate political activity.
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Data 3:

News released on August 31, 2025 (06:03) by Okaz presents protests in
Indonesia in a much more aggressive and sensational manner than what you see on
Al Jazeera Arabic. Just by looking at the headline, the impression that arises is that
Indonesia is a place where national stability is threatened by chaos:

Sl 35 Agala <l ke Al s (331 s | (an sl B 8 Ly 5]

Indunisiya fi qalbi al-fawda’... hara’iq barlamaniyyah wa muzaharat

damiyah tahuzzu al-bilad.

“Indonesia is in the heart of chaos.. parliamentary fires and bloody

demonstrations are shaking the country.”

The phrase “ =l 8 & (in the midst of chaos) places chaos at the center
of the country, not as a temporary event. The phrase ‘4« (bloody) and the verb “ "

(shake) make people feel as if they are in a crisis and feel afraid. This makes readers

immediately think that the protests are a major threat to national order.
Ohal il (sie Bl a) amy A e (o sh ()l sadg ¢ lulSle s Ll su s U Sla (8 dpals Cilaladial) Caalyi)
tahawwalat ila fawda “arimah ba‘da ihraqi mabna al-barlaman.
“Bloody demonstrations broke out in Jakarta, Surabaya, and Makassar, and
turned into massive chaos after the burning of the parliament building.”
The word < 3 indicates a shift from political activity to chaos, while
4a_le emphasizes the severity of the chaos. There is no room in the language for
peaceful protests or reasonable demands; everything is turned into violence.
The article also uses physical damage as the main evidence that the protests
were illegitimate:

AT Al 5 (alas] 830 Jiie ) ool Lo o alBY) Galaal) s (8 Ul ()5 aUiall oyl
adrama al-mutazahiriina an-nara fi mabna al-majlis al-iqlimi, ma adda ila
magqtali thalathati ashkhas wa isabati akharin.

“The demonstrators set fire to the regional council building, killing three

people and injuring others.”
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The perpetrators of the violence are clearly identified (us #Wsid)), unlike Al
Jazeera, which usually uses vague language. This method makes it clear what Okaz
believes, namely that the people are the main cause of the violence.

People are still talking about the economic reasons behind the protests, but
only a few:

aa) Cilaal 3 e gad Jalaa L g5 sy Osle 50 @bl (5 el Sl J G Clalada¥) Caalul

BYS IR

milytina rubiyyah, wa huwa ma yu‘adilu nahwa ‘ashara ad‘afi al-haddi al-
adna lil-ujur.

“Demonstrations erupted over a monthly housing allowance of 50 million

rupiah, equivalent to about ten times the minimum wage.”

Narratives of violence, arson, and anarchy quickly overshadowed rigorous
informative discussions about economic considerations.

The report went on to state that the murder of a motorcycle taxi driver was
linked to the escalation of protests:

U Gume jad e edda il de a0 4 e ) 2m alaall Jea 5 3 Jemy U Aa) 0 il A5

Ll

tuwuffiya sa’iqu darrajatin nariyyah ya‘malu fi tawsili at-ta’am ba‘da an

dasat-hu markabah mudarra‘ah lil-shurtah, ma fajjar ghadaban sha‘biyya
wasi‘an.

“A food delivery motorcyclist was killed after being run over by an armored

police vehicle, sparking widespread public outrage.”

Rather than creating this tragedy to fuel public emotion, Okaz did not do so
as a structural criticism of the government.

At the end of the article, the security response was the main focus:

Ciad) Jlae | ) et Jass 5 ¢ Gaatinall Gy S obiall apdal 3 5 8 seall Jrsall Sl () €l 8 Canniil
istakhdamat quwwatu al-amn al-ghaza al-musila lil-dumu‘ wa kharatima al-

miyah litafriqi al-muhtajjin, wasata istimrari a‘mali al-‘unf.
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“Security forces used tear gas and water cannons to disperse demonstrators

amid ongoing violence.”

As a legitimate response to i)l Jlei, the use of state authority is
commonplace.

Upon further examination, it appears that the article in Okaz is quite similar
to the one in Asharq al-Awsaat. Pragmatic signals that foster moral harmony
between readers and state authorities are provided through the repeated use of
security terminology and the absence of the demonstrators' voices, especially in

Okaz. Similar discursive tendencies can also be seen in Asharq al-Awsaat media.

B. Discursive Practice Analysis

Discourse practice is concerned with how texts are produced and consumed
through institutional media mechanisms including editorial policies, journalistic
practices, and source selection (Taufikurrohman et al.,, 2022). This study views
these professional activities as institutionally anchored and ideologically saturated,
rather than neutral, influencing the selective construction and normalization of
social reality.

A type of intertextual diversity that functions inside rather than outside of
current journalistic restrictions and geopolitical considerations is reflected in Al
Jazeera Arabic's reporting, which incorporates official state sources, citizen
testimonials, and visual allusions from social media. The frequent presence of
different viewpoints and global framing methods allow for a discursive positioning
that performs a critical media identity, even though editorial and regional
constraints preclude overt critique of state authority (Figenschou & Ihlebaek,
2019). This analytical approach identifies ideological positioning as the constant
direction, function, and impacts of journalistic routines in legitimizing or
delegitimizing specific social actors and behaviors across texts rather than as an

explicit divergence from these routines.
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On the other hand, official sources and institutional narratives are heavily relied
upon in Asharq Al-Awsat's activities. The voices of demonstrators appear muted
and framed in comparison to the many quotes from government officials and
security personnel that dominate the text output. This type of journalism, which
seeks stability and elite consensus, is consistent with vertical intertextuality, which
further reinforces the state as the primary marker.

Okaz's reporting is an example of the most normative and repressive discursive
practices. Discourse formation is highly biased, relying heavily on official sources
while ignoring the voices of protesters. Overall, the way these three media
organizations use discourse reveals how ideological selection, intertextuality, and
framing influence their coverage of demonstrations. In addition to covering
demonstrations in Indonesia, Arab media use these channels to shape public

perceptions of the legality of movements and the limits of government power.

C. Socio-Cultural Analysis

The Arab media coverage of protests in Indonesia reveals greater power
dynamics and ideological agendas at the level of social practice. Mass gatherings are
portrayed as potential threats to national security in the context of securitization
rhetoric. When social demands are reduced to issues of law and order, this
framework provides greater legitimacy to the state and makes it difficult to view
protests as democratic manifestations (Balzacq et al., 2016).

When considering Arab media, it is important to note that different outlets
reflect different social practices through their ideological perspectives. While
careful not to explicitly challenge the government's legitimacy, Al Jazeera Arabic
often depicts protests as a reaction to economic and social inequality in a fairly
critical global media context. On the other hand, according to Hallin and Mancini
(2017), Okaz and Asharq Al-Awsat both maintain a rhetoric that prioritizes elite
consensus and stability, portraying demonstrators as disruptive forces that require
security measures and administrative control.
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CONCLUSION

This analysis shows how each outlet's reporting techniques and ideological
stances are reflected in its coverage of Indonesian protests in Arabic. The results
demonstrate how language not only conveys events but also influences opinions
about the validity of protests and the power of the state, according to Fairclough's
Critical Discourse Analysis. Significant differences can be seen in the portrayal of
social actors, evaluative language, and terminology at the textual level.

Al Jazeera creates a somewhat balanced position by presenting a variety of
viewpoints and placing protests within the framework of socioeconomic problems.
Asharq Al-Awsat reinforces the state as the main legitimate actor by framing
protests in terms of institutional stability and legal order. Okaz uses language that
is more normative and security-focused, delegitimizing protests with violent
imagery and limiting the space available for opposing viewpoints. These divergent
framings have broader implications for transnational audiences, as they intersect
with geopolitical narratives about governance, stability, and protest in the Global
South, shaping how Indonesian political dissent is understood beyond its national
context.

Such contrasting media framing patterns have significant implications for
how the transnational audience perceives political protest in Indonesia. For
Arabophone audiences, these representations are likely to influence interpretations
of protest legitimacy and governance, as well as perceptions of state authority -
whether or not the protests can be seen as indicative of socio-political grievance or
threat stability and order. In addition, these representations coincide with wider
geopolitical stories in which ‘protests’ within the Global South are often
narrativised according to binary concepts of order versus chaos and governance
versus protest. With its preoccupation with security, legality or chaos, Arab media

discourse can potentially support dominant global narratives that valorise state
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‘security’ at the expense of civic contestation and certain forms of protest -
depending upon wider ideological and geo-political leanings.

The consistency and evaluative patterning of linguistic and discursive
choices across texts were used to separate differences in discursive practice from
ideological positioning. When official sources or security-focused framing were
used without deliberate evaluative loading, it was considered a standard
journalistic approach. However, these techniques were perceived as forms of
ideological delegitimization when they were frequently paired with negatively
charged linguistic choices, threat-based framing, modalities expressing need or
inevitability, and the marginalization of protest actors. As a result, Okaz's depiction
of protests as a danger to national stability was found to be ideological not only
because of the choice of sources but also because these sources were ingrained in
recurrent evaluative patterns that normalized state control while viewing collective

action as intrinsically disruptive.
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