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Abstract

This research analyzes how the Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project (OCCRP), as a transnational actor, frames President
Joko Widodo on the issue of corruption and its impact on domestic and
international public perception. This research uses a qualitative approach
with soft power analysis, framing theory, and boomerang pattern,
examining transnational media strategies in constructing corruption
narratives. The research results show that OCCRP uses soft power through
investigations and voting to nominate Jokowi as a finalist for "Person of the
Year in Organized Crime and Corruption," which triggers pressure on the
government. Framing is carried out through problem definition, cause
diagnosis (political dynasties, conflicts of interest, weakening of the KPK),
moral judgment, and solution recommendations. The boomerang pattern
shows how local media exploit international reports to criticize the
government, trigger media polarization, and the media-power dynamics.
OCCRP's soft power shapes public perception and has the potential to
influence Indonesia's international reputation. This research contributes to
understanding transnational media's role in shaping public perception,
influencing domestic politics, and the importance of image in the global
media era.
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Introduction

In the era of globalization, the issue of corruption has become a
significant concern in many countries, especially in developing
nations. Corruption not only undermines the integrity of public
institutions but also hinders economic growth, weakens the
governance system, and reduces public trust in the government
(Nizmi, 2018). Indonesia, as the largest democracy in Southeast
Asia, faces significant challenges in combating corruption despite
having implemented various anti-corruption policies over the past
few decades. This study investigates how corruption is framed in the
media, particularly focusing on President Joko Widodo's image as
perceived through the lens of the Organized Crime and Corruption
Reporting Project (OCCRP).

Amid these challenges, the role of transnational actors such as
the Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP)
has emerged, providing global attention to corruption practices in
various countries, including Indonesia. On December 31, 2024,
OCCRP included President Joko Widodo on the list of the most
corrupt leaders in the world. This assessment produced a voting
process involving readers, journalists, and judges from the OCCRP's
global network (OCCRP, 2024). This decision sparked controversy
in Indonesia, with the government and Jokowi's supporters deeming
the report biased and unfounded (Muhid, 2025). However, the media
framing conducted by OCCRP not only reflects the institution's
views on Jokowi but also highlights the challenges faced by Indonesia
in building a positive image at the international level. In this context,
media framing becomes a highly relevant concept because how
media presents information can influence the public perception of a
leader (Muttaqien, 2017). Thus, this research addresses the gap in the
existing literature by analyzing the interplay between domestic and
international media framing dynamics, particularly how these
dynamics influence public perception of Jokowi.

According to Robert Entman, framing is how the media
organizes and presents information to shape public perception of a
particular issue (Entman, 1993). OCCRP, as a transnational media
actor, plays an essential role in framing the image of world leaders,
including Jokowi, particularly in the context of corruption
issues. This study uniquely combines framing and soft power theories
and the boomerang pattern concepts to explore how OCCRP's
framing impacts both domestic and international perceptions of
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Jokowi. The theoretical framework will systematically connect these
theories to the research questions, emphasizing how OCCRP's
framing can create political and social pressure on domestic policies.

In addition to the framing theory, the soft power theory
introduced by Joseph Nye 1s also relevant for understanding
OCCRP's influence. Soft power refers to the ability of an actor to
influence others through cultural appeal, political values, and non-
coercive policies (Nye, 2004). OCCRP, as a transnational actor, uses
soft power through investigative reports and media narratives to
shape global perceptions of leaders in developing countries like
Jokowi. Studying international relations is essential, particularly in
understanding how a country's reputation and image can influence
its foreign policy and diplomatic relations (Pan et al., 2019).

The boomerang pattern concept, developed by Keck and
Sikkink, offers an essential perspective in this research. This concept
explains how non-state actors like OCCRP can leverage international
networks to influence domestic policies. In the context of Jokowi,
OCCRP functions as part of a global advocacy network that
highlights corruption-related issues in Indonesia (Keck & Sikkink,
1998). Using media framing, OCCRP can pressure the Indonesian
government through international publications that create political
and social pressure on domestic policies. The influence of
international media reinforces the relevance of the boomerang
pattern in this research, where OCCRP and other international
media shape global and domestic public opinion that influences
Indonesian policy. Therefore, this research aims to analyze how
OCCRP frames President Joko Widodo in the context of corruption
issues and how this framing affects public perception domestically
and internationally.

Furthermore, this research will also explore the interaction
between OCCRP's framing and local media coverage in Indonesia.
This research has high significance, both academically and
practically. Academically, this research contributes to the study of the
role of international media in global relations and its influence on the
domestic politics of developing countries. This research can also
provide insights to policymakers and political leaders about the
importance of image and reputation in the era of global media. Thus,
researchers expect this study to provide a deeper understanding of the
dynamics between media, politics, and corruption in Indonesia and
their impact on policies and international relations.
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Literatur Review

This section will discuss and evaluate previous research on media
framing and soft power, particularly those related to President Joko
Widodo (Jokowi). By comparing these studies, researchers hope to
establish a strong foundation for this research and demonstrate its
unique contributions. Research on media framing related to Jokowi
shows how the media constructs news about Jokowi, especially
concerning corruption issues and public policies. Yuliastina and
Kurniawan conducted a framing analysis of news coverage about
Jokowi in the context of anti-corruption efforts. In this study, they
used a qualitative method with Robert Entman's framing analysis
approach, which includes defining elements such as the problem, the
source of the problem, moral decisions, and problem resolution.
Their findings show that the media often highlights Jokowi's positive
actions but does not ignore corruption allegations that lead to a
negative image in the eyes of the public (Yuliastina & Kurniawan,
2019). This research emphasizes that media framing can serve as a
tool to build or damage a leader's reputation (Wijaya, 2016).

In addition, Pohan and Sirait also highlighted the importance of
framing in media coverage regarding Jokowi, focusing on the
differences in how online media frame issues related to the president,
including corruption allegations. They noted that online media such
as Tempo.co and CNN Indonesia have different ways of framing
issues related to Jokowti, including corruption allegations. Tempo.co
tends to emphasize Jokowi's efforts in combating corruption, while
CNN Indonesia focuses more on criticism of government policies
that are deemed ineffective (Pohan & Sirait, 2019). This study shows
that differences in framing can influence how the public understands
and responds to government actions (Karim Amrullah et al., 2024).

On the other hand, Nursitawati and Ari Suseno adds that social
media also plays a significant role in shaping Jokowi's image. In her
research, she used content analysis to evaluate Jokowi's use of
platforms like Instagram. The findings show that Jokowi successfully
built a positive image among young voters through engaging and
interactive content (Nursitawati & Suseno, 2022). However, criticism
of Jokow1 often appears on social media, indicating a polarization in
public opinion. This research underscores the importance of
understanding traditional and social media dynamics in shaping
public perception of leaders. The interaction between social media
and international media can create a reciprocal effect, where
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international media coverage sparks discussions on social media and
vice versa (Sabron et al., 2020).

About the theory of soft power, Joseph Nye provides a
framework for understanding how international media can influence
the image of leaders from developing countries like Jokowi (Nye,
2004). Research by Shanto Iyengar shows that the reputation of
political leaders at the international level is greatly influenced by how
international media frames their leadership (Iyengar, 1996). In this
context, the international press bridges local issues and global
attention, affecting how other countries perceive Indonesia and
Jokowi's leadership. This research emphasizes that soft power
depends on government actions and how international media frame
issues related to the country (Tapsell, 2015). In this context, OCCRP,
as a transnational actor, uses soft power through investigative reports
to shape global perceptions of Jokowi and Indonesia. Research by
Ravazzani and Maier shows that framing can be a dynamic process
in meaning construction, where various actors interact to shape
narratives that influence public perception (Ravazzani & Maier,
2017). Thus, OCCRP not only plays a role in uncovering corruption
practices but also in shaping Jokowi's image in the eyes of the world
(Ababil et al., 2023). Furthermore, research by Wahyuningtyas
reveals a significant interaction between social media and
international media in shaping Jokowi's image. In his analysis, he
found that when international press such as OCCRP raises
corruption issues, it often triggers discussions on social media, where
users share their views and shape public opinion. Social media
creates feedback by responding to international media coverage and
influencing how the issue frames international media
(Wahyuningtyas, 2024). The "boomerang pattern" concept
developed by Keck and Sikkink explains how non-state actors can
leverage international networks to influence domestic policies (Keck
& Sikkink, 1998). In this context, OCCRP is part of a transnational
advocacy network that uses framing to shape public opinion and
influence Indonesian government policy. Through the framing
carried out by international media, OCCRP, and other international
media play a role in creating pressure on the Indonesian government
through the framing they conduct (Dwi Putri et al., 2023).

This research aims to fill the gap in the existing literature by
analyzing how OCCRP frames Jokowi in the context of corruption
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issues and how this framing affects public perception, both
domestically and internationally. Using framing theory and soft
power will provide a new perspective on how international media can
influence domestic politics in developing countries. Thus, it will offer
a deeper understanding of the dynamics between media, politics, and
corruption in Indonesia and provide valuable insights for
policymakers and researchers in the future. This research aims to
contribute to combating corruption and enhancing transparency and
accountability in governance.

Research Method

This study aims to analyze how the Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP) frames President Joko
Widodo in the context of corruption issues and how this framing
influences public perception, both domestically and internationally.
To achieve this objective, the study will employ a qualitative
approach with two primary methods: framing and boomerang
pattern analysis.

Table 1. Details of Entman Concept

How is an event/issue seen?

As a what? Or as matter of
what?

What was the event seen as
caused?

What in considered to be the
cause of the problem?

Who (the actor) 1s considered
the cause of the problem?

What moral values is presented
to explain the problem?

What moral values are used to
legitimize or delegetimize an
action?

Define Problems
(Defining Provlems)

Diagnose Causes (Estimating
the problem or source of the
problem)

Make moral judgment (Making
Moral Decisions)
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What settlement is offered to
resolve the problems/issue?
What path 1s offered and must
be taken to overcome the
problem?

Treatment Recommendation
(Emphasizing Completion)

Source: Adapted from Analisis Framing: Konstruksi, Ideologi, dan
Politik Media (Eriyanto, 2002).

Framing analysis will explore how OCCRP and other media
outlets frame Jokowi in the context of corruption issues. The data
used in this study includes articles published by OCCRP titled
"Person of the Year 2024," which discusses a list of nominees deemed
to have significantly contributed to worsening organized crime and
corruption, where Joko Widodo is included among several names
released by OCCRP. The focus of this research is on articles
published within the timeframe of December 2024 to January 2025.
Data sources include news articles, opinion pieces, and relevant
investigative reports. This research will also analyze local media such
as CNN Indonesia, Kompas, Tempo.co, and YLBHI to compare
how domestic media frame the issue (CNN, 2024; Tempo, 2025).

Data collection procedures will be carried out through systematic
searches on the OCCRP website and local media, using keywords
such as "Jokowi," "corruption," and "OCCRP." The criteria for
selecting articles include those that directly address corruption issues
related to Jokowi and significantly influence public opinion. In this
analysis, the approach used is Robert Entman's framing analysis,
which includes problem definition, causal interpretation, moral
judgment, and treatment recommendation. These framing elements
will be operationalized using a framing matrix adapted from
Eriyanto. This process involves identifying key elements in each
article, such as how the issue of corruption is defined, who is
responsible, the moral values presented, and the proposed solutions
(Eriyanto, 2002).

Each element will be assessed based on its frequency of
occurrence and context within the article to provide a comprehensive
picture of the framing conducted. In this context, OCCRP, a
transnational actor, employs soft power through investigative reports
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and media narratives to influence global perceptions of leaders from
developing countries, such as Jokowi. This investigation will
investigate the extent to which the framing employed by the OCCRP
contributes to the development of Jokowi's international image and
the potential impact on Indonesia's foreign policy and reputation.
The second method used is the boomerang pattern analysis
developed by Keck and Sikkink. This method will help understand
how non-state actors, in this case, OCCRP, can leverage
international networks to influence domestic policy (Keck & Sikkink,
1998). This research will identify advocacy networks involved in
corruption issues in Indonesia, including OCCRP and other non-
governmental organizations. Data will be mapped onto the
boomerang model by identifying how OCCRP's reports can trigger
public and Indonesian government responses. This process will
involve content analysis of articles that show public and
governmental reactions generated in response to these reports.
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Figure 1. Model of Boomerang Pattern
Source: Adapted from Activist beyond the borders: Advocacy
networks in international politics (Keck & Sikkink, 1998).

This method will help understand how non-state actors, in this
case, OCCRP, can leverage international networks to influence
domestic policies (Keck & Sikkink, 1998). This research will identify
advocacy networks involved in corruption issues in Indonesia,
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including OCCRP and other non-governmental organizations. By
analyzing how OCCRP reports can trigger responses from
Indonesian society and government, this research will provide
insights into how the framing done by OCCRP can pressure the
government to combat corruption further. In the context of the
interaction between local media and international media, this study
will also examine how local media plays a role in amplifying or
mitigating the impact of the framing conducted by OCCRP. This
analysis will be conducted by collecting data from local media and
comparing it with coverage from international media. By analyzing
the interaction between local press and international media, this
research will provide insights into how these two platforms influence
each other in shaping public perception.

Ethical considerations in this research include the use of publicly
available data that does not violate individual privacy. The
researchers are committed to reporting findings accurately and not
manipulating data to support a particular narrative. In addition, all
data used in this research will be analyzed in a manner that respects
the rights and privacy of the individuals involved. The limitations of
this qualitative approach include bias in article selection and data
interpretation, which can affect the research results. Efforts to reduce
bias will be made by using clear selection criteria to ensure
objectivity. Furthermore, the researchers will conduct data
triangulation by comparing findings from various sources to enhance
the validity of the results.

Overall, the methods used in this study are expected to provide a
deeper understanding of the dynamics between media, politics, and
corruption in Indonesia. By combining framing analysis and
boomerang pattern analysis, this research will offer a new perspective
on how OCCRP frames Jokowi and its impact on public perception.
This study is expected to significantly contribute to the academic
literature, particularly on international relations and the role of global
media in shaping public opinion and political policies in developing
countries.

Results and Discussion
Analysis of OCCRPS’s Framing of Joko Widodo
Using Robert Entman's model, Framing analysis examined how
OCCRP frames President Joko Widodo in the context of corruption
issues (Entman, 1993). The analysis results show a systematic pattern
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in how OCCRP frames the corruption issue related to Jokowi's
leadership through Entman's four framing elements, reflecting the
complexity of media and political relations (Wahyuningtyas, 2024).
In defining the issue, OCCRP placed Joko Widodo as one of the five
finalists for "Person of the Year in Organized Crime and Corruption"
for 2024 (OCCRP, 2024). This placement puts Jokowi alongside
other leaders such as Kenyan President William Ruto, Nigerian
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, former Bangladeshi Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, and Indian businessman Gautam Adani. The
selection process conducted by OCCRP involves OCCRP readers,
investigative journalists, and a jury panel from OCCRP's global
network, reflecting a multilateral approach to assessing corruption
(OCCRP, 2024). This analysis shows how OCCRP frames Jokowi
and how the framing elements interact to shape Jokowi's image as a
leader involved in corrupt practices. For example, Jokowi's
placement on the finalist list serves as an individual assessment and
creates a collective narrative about corrupt leadership in Indonesia.

Table 2. OCCRP Framing Analysis Matrix Towards Jokowi

Elemen Framing

Highlighted Aspect

Implication

Define Problems

Diagnose Causes

Moral Judgment

Treatment

Nomination in the list
of finalist for the most
corrupt leaders
Political dinasty
practices and Conflict
of interest
Weakening
institutions
Democracy
backsliding
System reform and
institutional
strengthening

of
and

Indicating the
presence of systemic
1ssues in leadership

Indicating structured
abuse of power

Emphasizing the
long-term impact on
the system

Suggesting
fundamental
changes

Source: Adapted from Analisis Framing: Konstruksi, Ideologi, dan
Politik Media (Eriyanto, 2002).

In diagnosing the cause, OCCRP highlights the practice of
political dynasties being run by placing family members in strategic
government positions (Dwi Putri et al., 2023). The influence is
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evident from the position of the eldest son as the Mayor of Solo, the
youngest son as the Mayor of Surakarta, and the son-in-law as the
Mayor of Medan. OCCRP also raised the issue of conflicts of interest
in various strategic policies, such as the National Capital City project
and the nickel-down streaming policy. The weakening of anti-
corruption institutions through revising the KPK Law and dismissing
57 KPK employees has also become a significant focus (YLBHI,
2025). The moral assessment conducted by OCCRP emphasizes the
erosion of leadership integrity, reflected in the use of power for family
interests and the weakening of the checks and balances system
(Sabron et al., 2020). Public accountability is also a serious concern,
especially regarding the lack of transparency in policy-making and
obstacles to investigating corruption cases. OCCRP sees a systemic
impact in the form of the normalization of nepotism practices and the
weakening of democratic institutions, ultimately leading to the
erosion of public trust (Ababil et al., 2023).

Define Problems Causss Moral Judgment Recommendations

Nomination and (ritenz Dynasty and Polacies Integrity and Accountability System Reform

Figure 2. Mapping Issues in OCCRP Framing
Source: Adapted from Analisis Framing: Konstruksi, Ideologi, dan
Politik Media (Eriyanto, 2002).

In providing recommendations for resolution, OCCRP
emphasizes the importance of strengthening anti-corruption
institutions by restoring KPK's independence and enhancing the
oversight system (Nursitawati & Suseno, 2022). Political system
reform 1s also considered crucial, especially in limiting political
dynasties and increasing transparency in policy-making. OCCRP
also highlights the importance of law enforcement through
independent investigations into alleged corruption and the resolution
of strategic cases (Tapsell, 2015). The framing carried out by OCCRP
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shows a systematic effort to construct a narrative about systemic
corruption under Jokowi's leadership (Karim Amrullah et al., 2024).
Using various framing elements demonstrates how OCCRP not only
highlights specific cases but also links them to broader impacts on the
democratic system and governance in Indonesia. The construction of
this narrative has significant implications for public perception and
the legitimacy of leadership, both at the national and international
levels (Wijaya, 2016).

Boomerang Patterns and Media Polarization

The analysis of the boomerang pattern in the OCCRP's framing
of President Joko Widodo (Jokowi) reflects the complex dynamics
between local and international media in confronting power
hegemony. In this context, OCCRP acts as a transnational actor that
facilitates a bypass of domestic obstacles, as conceptualized by Keck
and Sikkink. Local media that face limitations in criticizing the
government can use international channels to voice their concerns,
creating a backlash against domestic authorities (AJI, 2024). This
phenomenon is evident in the interaction between local media and
OCCRP. Media such as Tempo, Kompas, and CNN Indonesia,
which may face domestic pressure in reporting on leadership
corruption issues, utilize OCCRP's reports as legitimacy to bring
these issues into the public sphere (CNN, 2024; Hidayat, 2025;
Setuningsih, 2025).

However, it is important to note that the CNN Indonesia news
article titled "Jokowi Enters the List of the World's Most Corrupt
Figures 2024 According to OCCRP," published on December 31,
2024, has now been removed and results in a 404 page (not found).
Additionally, another article titled "Jokowi Named World's Most
Corrupt Leader 2024, What is the OCCRP Institution?" which was
also published on the CNN Indonesia website, has been retitled
"Getting to Know the OCCRP Institution that Released the World's
Blacklist" indicating self-censorship, which is one of the categories of
violence against the press. The removal of this news reflects
hegemonic pressure that limits the dissemination of critical
information and simultaneously demonstrates the effectiveness of the
boomerang pattern in revealing power dynamics (AJI, 2024).

The theory of hegemony reflects the concept of the social
movement cycle, where dissatisfaction with corrupt practices drives
the formation of resistance organizations that ultimately produce
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resistance to power (Gramsci, 1971; McPhail, 1989; Tilly, 1978). In
addition, the OCCRP report titled "Corrupt Person of the Year 2024"
was published in various national media on the same afternoon,
December 31, 2024. This shows that despite efforts to limit
information, the OCCRP report still received widespread attention in
national media, reinforcing the narrative about corruption under
Jokowi's leadership. Thus, the removal of the news and the change
of title reflect pressure on the media and highlight the importance of
the OCCRP report in shaping public discourse on corruption in
Indonesia.

Power,
—— " Hegemony — .
overcome by leads to
.

. rievance,

Resistance (;Infu;ic:
kS
results in > activates
Movement

organization

Figure 3. The social movement cycle
Source: Adapted from Collective behaviour, From mobilization to
revolution, and Selection from the prison notebooks (Gramsci,
1971; McPhail, 1989; Tilly, 1978).

This dynamic is evident in the media's response to the OCCRP
publication. Tempo.co, for example, consistently covered Jokowi's
nomination in the OCCRP's list of the most corrupt figures, using the
international report to raise issues that are difficult to discuss directly
(Hidayat, 2025; Tempo, 2025). On the other hand, CNN Indonesia
deleted its news related to this issue, showing hegemonic pressure to
limit the dissemination of critical information and simultaneously
proving the effectiveness of the boomerang pattern in exposing power
dynamics (AJI, 2024). In addition to the media, civil society
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organizations like YLBHI reinforce this boomerang pattern by
releasing documents that validate OCCRP's assessment through 10
factors indicating organized corruption practices (YLBHI, 2025).
The interaction between OCCRP, local media, and civil society
organizations creates a transnational advocacy network capable of
transcending domestic boundaries and exerting adequate pressure on
the government. In this case, the boomerang pattern reveals how
transnational actors influence domestic political dynamics and shows
the complex relationship between media, power, and social
movements. Local media, which face structural barriers in criticizing
the government, leverage the legitimacy of international reports to
frame sensitive issues and open broader public discussion spaces. The
government's defensive response, including Jokowi's statement
calling the report "slander and framing," as well as efforts to limit
media coverage, actually strengthened the effectiveness of this
boomerang pattern (CNN, 2024). This wunderscores how
international bypass mechanisms can exert significant pressure on
the government, even in an environment where domestic control
over the media is quite strong. This phenomenon also reflects the
shifting dynamics of global power, where transnational advocacy
networks and international media become essential instruments in
elevating domestic issues to the worldwide level. In the context of
Indonesia, the boomerang pattern helps open broader discussions
about leadership corruption despite resistance from the existing
power structures. In the context of the social movement cycle related
to OCCRP's framing of Jokowi, there is a clear polarization in the
Indonesian media landscape. Media coverage analysis shows a
dynamic between power hegemony and resistance, which can be
categorized as follows:

Table 3. Media Categorization and Framing Patterns in
Responding to the OCCRP Case

. Characteristics of Framing
Category  Media Reporting Pattern
Removal of news related to
Pro- CNN OCCRP, Focus on the
Governm Indones government's denial, Defensive
ent 1a Minimizing the impact of

news coverage
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Characteristics of Framing

Category  Media Reporting Pattern

Limited and cautious
coverage, Emphasis on
Kompas government clarification, Moderate
and A neutral approach
tend to be pro-status quo.
In-depth investigation,
OCCRP Systematic documentation, Eksposive
Critical framing of power
In-depth and consistent

.. Furth: o
Critical Tempo coverase, -urther Investigative
. investigation, Multilateral
Media .
perspective
Documentation  support,
VLBHI Critical analysis, Human Advocacy

rights, and anti-corruption
perspective

Source: Adapted from a newspaper article (AJI, 2024; BBC, 2025;
CNN, 2025; Muhid, 2025; Setuningsih, 2025; Wienanto A, 2025;
YLBHI, 2025)

This analysis shows that the cycle of social movements operates
within the media context. The government's hegemony, which
creates grievances in the form of corruption and nepotism practices,
triggers movement organizations that manifest in critical media
coverage and OCCRP investigations (Gramsci, 1971). The resulting
resistance was then met with various media control mechanisms,
including news deletion and coverage restrictions. Pro-government
media such as CNN Indonesia depict efforts to limit the spread of
information detrimental to the government, while Kompas takes a
more moderate approach. Meanwhile, critical media such as Tempo
remain consistent in their investigative coverage. OCCRP, as an
external actor, acts as a catalyst that strengthens the resistance
movement through its investigative and critical framing. YLBHI,
with a human rights and anti-corruption perspective, strengthens
domestic legitimacy over OCCRP's findings. This media polarization
reflects the complexity of power dynamics in Indonesia, where the
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struggle of narratives between government hegemony and resistance
1s mirrored in media coverage. The cycle of social movements that
has formed shows that the media can act as an instrument of
hegemony or as a means of resistance, depending on its position and
interests within the existing political constellation. The analysis of the
OCCRP's framing of Jokowi shows a complex interaction between
boomerang patterns and media polarization, reflecting the power
dynamics in the context of contemporary Indonesia. OCCRP, as a
transnational actor, exerted pressure on the government through the
nomination of Jokowi as "Person of the Year in Organized Crime
and Corruption" for 2024 (OCCRP, 2024). This reflects a bypass
mechanism where local media, facing limitations in criticizing the
government, use international channels.

This phenomenon is evident from the polarization of domestic
media, where Tempo.co consistently covers the nomination, while
CNN Indonesia removes related news (AJI, 2024). This deletion
reinforces Hakim's argument about the existence of hegemonic
pressure in Indonesia's mainstream media (Sabron et al., 2020).
YLBHI strengthens the boomerang pattern by releasing a document
that validates the OCCRP report through 10 factors indicating
organized corruption practices (YLBHI, 2025), reflecting efforts to
build domestic legitimacy within the transnational anti-corruption
movement. Media polarization in responding to OCCRP's framing
can be categorized into two main poles: pro-government media that
adopt the narrative that the report is "slander and framing," and
critical media that provide space for investigative perspectives.
Digital media and social media allow information to spread more
widely, creating a multiplier effect that increases pressure on the
government. However, as Ravazzani and Maier noted, media
framing not only reflects power dynamics but also contributes to
shaping them (Ravazzani & Maier, 2017). The government's
defensive response reinforces the boomerang pattern, affirming the
relevance of the criticism conveyed by OCCRP and other resistance
actors.

OCCRP's Soft Power in Shaping Public Perception

Soft Power OCCRP in Shaping Public Perception can be
analyzed using the theoretical framework developed by Joseph Nye
on soft power (Nye, 2004). OCCRP, as a transnational media
organization, uses its investigative capabilities and global network to
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influence public perception of corruption issues in Indonesia. In
influencing international reputation, OCCRP leverages its position
as a credible investigative journalism institution to frame the
narrative about corruption in Indonesia (Wahyuni, 2025). Through
publications that place President Joko Widodo on the list of the most
corrupt leaders, OCCRP significantly impacts Indonesia's image in
the international arena. Entman's framing theory explains how
OCCRP defines issues and provides moral judgments that contribute
to global perceptions about governance in Indonesia (Eriyanto,
2002). Regarding the impact on domestic public trust, the boomerang
pattern theory developed by Keck and Sikkink helps explain how
OCCRP publications can influence domestic public opinion (Keck &
Sikkink, 1998). When domestic media face limitations in criticizing
the government, OCCRP reports become an alternative reference
that legitimizes public discussions about corruption issues.

Pan and Kosicki, in their framing analysis theory, demonstrate
how the discourse structure built by the media can influence public
understanding of an issue (Pan et al., 2019). The effectiveness of
OCCRP's use of soft power in raising the issue of corruption can be
understood through the perspective of communication power as
proposed by Manuel Castells (Castells, 2013). OCCRP uses a global
communication network to build a credible narrative about
corruption  practices, influencing public perception and
policymakers. OCCRP's success in building credibility as a reliable
source of information strengthens the effectiveness of its soft power
in influencing public discourse on corruption.

The implications of OCCRP's framing are not limited to public
perception but also have a broader impact on the legitimacy of
Jokowi's government at the international level. By placing Jokowi in
the context of a leader involved in corrupt practices, OCCRP can
affect Indonesia's diplomatic relations with other countries,
especially regarding economic cooperation and investment. In this
context, it is important to compare these findings with previous
studies, such as those conducted by Yulistina & Kurniawan,
demonstrating how media framing can influence public perception
and government policy. This also opens up a discussion on how the
boomerang pattern can operate in other political contexts, providing
broader relevance for this research.

Furthermore, it is important to consider how OCCRP's framing
differs from the soft power used by the state. OCCRP, as a
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transnational media actor, uses soft power through investigative
reports and media narratives to shape global perceptions of Jokowi's
leadership. By placing Jokowi in the context of a leader involved in
corrupt practices, OCCRP reveals issues that domestic media may
overlook and creates international pressure that can influence
domestic policies. Although this analysis provides valuable insights,
it is important to acknowledge the limitations of this research,
including potential bias in the selection of media sources and the
subjective nature of framing analysis. Further research could explore
how these biases affect outcomes and interpretations. Additionally,
it is important to consider how OCCRP's framing differs from the
soft power used by states and how this can influence domestic and
international political dynamics.

Conclusion

This research underscores the pivotal role of the Organized
Crime and Corruption Reporting Project (OCCRP) in shaping
President Joko Widodo's image regarding corruption through a
unique blend of framing analysis, soft power, and the boomerang
pattern. By constructing narratives that expose political dynasties and
conflicts of interest, OCCRP has influenced public perception and
generated international pressure, empowering domestic media and
civil society to address previously marginalized corruption issues.
The study highlights the novelty of transnational media's impact on
domestic political dynamics in Indonesia. While pro-government
media often take a defensive stance, critical media utilize
international reports to stimulate broader public discourse,
illustrating the complex interplay between media, power, and public
opinion.

For policymakers and media practitioners, the findings
emphasize the need to engage with international narratives to
enhance governance transparency and accountability. Future
research should explore longitudinal studies on the long-term effects
of OCCRP's framing and comparative analyses with other non-
Western leaders to deepen our understanding of transnational
media's role in domestic politics. This research also contributes to
constructivist discourse in international relations by demonstrating
how social interactions shape perceptions and identities, enriching
our understanding of power dynamics and accountability in
developing countries.

402



References

Ababil, S. N., Hakim, L., & Rosyada, C. A. (2023). Analisis Framing
Pemberitaan Cak Nun Sebut Jokowi Firaun di
Media Detik.com dan Suara.com. Kediri Journal of Journalism
and Digital Media (KJOURDIA), 1(1), 70-87.
https://doi.org/10.30762/KJOURDIA.V111.1385

AJL. (2024, December 31). CNN Indonesia Hapus Berita Jokowi
Tokoh  Korupsi  2024.  Aliansi  Jurnalis  Independen.
https://safetycorner.aji.or.id/aktif/ cnn-indonesia-hapus-berita-
jokowi-tokoh-korupsi-2024

BBC. (2025, January 3). Apakah Jokowi layak bersanding dengan
finalis pemimpin negara terkorup di dunia versi OCCRP? BBC.
https://www.bbc.com/indonesia/articles/c80vnIn07pdo

Castells, M. (2013). Communication power. Oxford University Press.
https://search.worldcat.org/title/ 1022573888
CNN. (2024, December 31). Jokowi Respons Soal OCCRP:
Sekarang Banyak Fitnah dan Framing. CNN Indonesia.
https://www.cnnindonesia.com/nasional/20241231170559-
32-1182686/jokowi-respons-soal-occrp-sekarang-banyak-fitnah-
dan-framing
CNN. (2025, January 3). OCCRP Jelaskan Mekanisme Pemilihan
Daftar Tokoh Paling Korup 2024. CNN Indonesia.
https://www.cnnindonesia.com/internasional/2025010312341
0-106-1183418/occrp-jelaskan-mekanisme-pemilihan-daftar-
tokoh-paling-korup-2024
Dwi Putri, N. A., Setiyono, B., Yuwono, T., & Erowati, D. (2023).
Affective Polarization: Not Always Between Ingroup Vs
Outgroup (Evidence from Twitter Conversation with Keywords
Jokowi and PDIP). E3S Web of Conferences, 440, 03013.
https://doi.org/10.1051/E3SCONF /202344003013
Entman, R. M. (1993). Framing: Toward Clarification of a Fractured
Paradigm.  Journal of Communication, 43(4), 51-58.
https://doi.org/10.1111/J.1460-2466.1993.TB01304.X
Eriyanto. (2002). ANALISIS FRAMING Konstruksi, Ideologi, dan
Politik Media (N. Huda SA, Ed.; 1st ed.). LKiS Yogyakarta.
https://books.google.co.id/books?id=0nBaDwAAQBAJ&print

sec=copyright#v=onepage&q&f=false

403



Gramsci, A. (1971). Selections From the Prison Notebooks (Q. Hoare &
G. N. Smith, Eds. & Trans.; 1st ed.). International Publisher.
https://1a600506.us.archive.org/19/items/ AntonioGramsciSel
ectionsFromThePrisonNotebooks/ Antonio-Gramsci-
Selections-from-the-Prison-Notebooks.pdf

Hidayat, B. (2025, January 12). Rilis OCCRP Jokowi Tokoh
Terkorup 2024. Tempo. https://www.tempo.co/prelude/rilis-
occrp-jokowi-tokoh-terkorup-2024-1192913

Iyengar, S. (1996). Framing Responsibility for Political Issues. Sage
Journals, 546(1), 59-70.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0002716296546001006

Karim Amrullah, R., Panuju, R., Farni Syam Maella, N., Prayudha,
H., Magister Ilmu Komunikasi, P., & Soetomo Surabaya, U.
(2024). The Role of Protocol and Communication in Building
President Joko Widodo’s Leadership Image on Instagram.
Journal of Economic, Business and Accounting (COSTING), 7(4),
11323-11334.
https://doi.org/10.31539/COSTING.V715.11584

Keck, M. E., & Sikkink, K. (1998). Activist beyond the borders: Advocacy
networks in international politics. Cornell University Press.
https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9780801484568/a
ctivists-beyond-borders/

McPhail, C. (1989). Blumer’s Theory of Collective Behavior: The
Development of a Non-Symbolic Interaction Explanation. The
Sociological Quarterly, 30(3), 401-423.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1111/5.1533-
8525.1989.tb01528.x

Muhid, H. K. (2025, January 6). Jokowi Masuk Nominasi Tokoh
Terkorup 2024 Versi OCCRP, Barisan Pendukungnya Berang.
Tempo. https://www.tempo.co/politik/jokowi-masuk-
nominasi-tokoh-terkorup-2024-versi-occrp-barisan-
pendukungnya-berang--1190395

Muttagien, M. (2017). Arab Spring: Dimensi Domestik, Regional
dan  Global.  Jurnal  Global  Strategis,  92), 262.
https://doi.org/10.20473/JGS.9.2.2015.262-276

Nizmi, Y. E. (2018). Power dan Aktivisme Transnasional Dalam
Studi Hubungan Internasional. Populis: Jurnal Sosial Dan
Humaniora, 3(1), 665-680.
https://doi.org/10.47313/PJSH.V311.401

404



Nursitawati, & Suseno, A. (2022). Analisis Framing Pemberitaan
Jokowi Minta Dikritik di Media Online Times Indonesia dan
Tempo.co (Analisis Framing Berita Times Indonesia dan
Tempo.co Periode Februari 2023). INTERPRETASI:
Communication & Public Relation, 3(1), 26-33.
https://doi.org/10.53990/INTERPRETASI.V3I1.242

Nye, J. S. (2004). Soft Power: The Means to Success in World
Politics. In Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics (1st
ed.). Public Affairs.
https://search.worldcat.org/title/ 1011514908

OCCRP. (2024). Corrupt  Person of the Year 2024.
https://www.occrp.org/en/person-of-the-year/bashar-al-assad

OCCRP. (2025, January 2). Behind the Decision (Indonesia): How
OCCRP’s ‘Person of the Year’ Highlights the Fight Against
Corruption | OCCRP. Organized Crime and Corruption Reporting
Project. https://www.occrp.org/en/announcement/behind-the-
decision-indonesia-how-occrps-person-of-the-year-highlights-
the-fight-against-corruption

Pan, C., Isakhan, B., & Nwokora, Z. (2019). Othering as soft-power
discursive practice: China Daily’s construction of Trump’s
America in the 2016 presidential election. Sage Journals, 40(1),
54-69. https://doi.org/10.1177/0263395719843219

Pohan, S., & Sirait, Y. I. (2019). Kontruksi Pemberitaan Jokowi
Dalam Sindonews. Komunika, 15(1).
https://doi.org/10.32734/KOMUNIKA.V1511.5747

Ravazzani, S., & Maier, C. D. (2017). Framing of issues across
actors: exploring competing discourses in digital arenas. Journal
of Communication Management, 21(2), 186-200.
https://doi.org/10.1108/JCOM-07-2016-0050/FULL/ XML

Sabron, M., Hakim, S., & Kalijaga, S. (2020). Bingkai Yusril Ihza
Mahendra menjadi Pengacara Jokowi-Ma'ruf dalam Media
Daring. Kalijaga Journal of Communication, 2(2), 93-106.
https://doi.org/10.14421/KJC.22.01.2020

Setuningsih, N. (2025, January 2). Jokowi Masuk Daftar Tokoh
Terkorup Versi OCCRP: Respons Jokowi dan KPK. Kompas.
https://nasional.kompas.com/read/2025/01/02/14440011/jo
kowi-masuk-daftar-tokoh-terkorup-versi-occrp--respons-jokowi-
dan-kpk

405



Tapsell, R. (2015). Indonesia’s media oligarchy and the “Jokowi
phenomenon.”  Cornell University Press, 2015(99), 29-50.
https://doi.org/10.5728/INDONESIA.99.0029/0

Tempo. (2025, January 12). Korupsi Jokowi 2024 OCCRP. Tempo.
https://www.tempo.co/kolom/korupsi-jokowi-2024-occrp-
1192917

Tilly, C. (1978). From Mobilization to Revolution. In McGraw-Hill
(illustrated, reprint). McGraw-Hill.
https://books.google.co.id/books/about/From_Mobilization_t
o_Revolution.html?id=oaggAQAAIAAJ&redir_esc=y

Wahyuningtyas, E. M. (2024). The Illusion of Papuan Independence
through Benny Wenda’s Transnational Advocacy Network
Strategy during the #FreeWestPapua Campaign in 2020. Journal
Research of Social Science, Economics, and Management, 3(10), 1916—
1932. https://doi.org/10.59141/JRSSEM.V3110.662

Wahyuni, W. (2025, January 6). Begini Klarifikasi OCCRP
Masukan Jokowi dalam Nominasi Tokoh Terkorup. Hukum
Online. https://www.hukumonline.com/berita/a/begini-
klarifikasi-occrp-masukan-jokowi-dalam-nominasi-tokoh-
terkorup-1t677b73f889a90/

Wienanto A, S. (2025, January 3). OCCRP Beberkan Alasan Jokowi
Jadi Finalis Tokoh Dunia Terkorup 2024 | tempo.co. Tempo.
https://www.tempo.co/internasional/occrp-beberkan-alasan-
jokowi-jadi-finalis-tokoh-dunia-terkorup-2024-1189233

Wijaya, B. S. (2016). The ‘Realness’ Discourse of a Political Leader:
A Komunikasi Berasa Perspective. Jurnal Studi Pemerintahan,
7(2). https://doi.org/10.18196/JGP.2016.0032

YLBHI. (2025, January 3). 10 Faktor Jokowi Layak Disebut
Pemimpin Korup dan Pelanggar Hukum dan HAM terorganisir
— YLBHI. Yayasan Lembaga Bantuan Hukum Indonesia.
https://ylbhi.or.id/informasi/siaran-pers/10-faktor-jokowi-
layak-disebut-pemimpin-korup-dan-pelanggar-hukum-dan-ham-
terorganisir/

Yuliastina, R., & Kurniawan, M. B. (2019). Analisa Framing
Pemberitaan Jokowi Dalam Pemberantasan Korupsi Terkait
Revisi Undang-Undang KPK dalam Media Online Tempo.co.
Public Corner, 14(2), 54-63.
https://doi.org/10.24929/FISIP.V1412.892

406



